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A L A S K A
*Diane M. Barrans (WICHE Chair, 2005), Executive Director,  
Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education 
Patricia Brown Heller, retired State Director, U.S. Senate 
Marshall L. Lind, former Chancellor of Higher Education, 
University of Alaska Fairbanks

A R I Z O N A  
John Haeger, President, Northern Arizona University 
David Lorenz, retired Vice President of Administration and Finance, 
Northern Arizona University 
*Joel Sideman, Executive Director, Arizona Board of Regents

C A L I F O R N I A 
Appointments pending.

C O L O R A D O  
Joseph Garcia, President, Colorado State University–Pueblo 
Kaye Howe, Executive Director, National Science Digital Library
*David E. Skaggs, Executive Director, Colorado Department of Higher 
Education

H A W A I I 
*Roy T. Ogawa (WICHE Chair), Attorney at Law, Oliver, Lau, Lawhn, 
Ogawa & Nakamura 
Roberta M. Richards, State Officer, Hawaii Department of Education 
*Helene I. Sokugawa, Institutional Analyst, University of Hawaii, Manoa

I D A H O   
*Robert W. Kustra, President, Boise State University 
Michael Rush, Interim Executive Director, Idaho State Board of 
Education 
Arthur Vailas, President, Idaho State University

M O N T A N A 
Dan W. Harrington, State Senator 
*Ed Jasmin, Montana Board of Regents of Higher Education 
Mary Sheehy Moe, Dean, Montana State University–Great Falls College 
of Technology

N E V A D A  
Warren Hardy, State Senator 
*Jane A. Nichols (WICHE Vice Chair), Vice Chancellor for Academic  
and Student Affairs, Nevada System of Higher Education 
*Carl Shaff, Educational Consultant

N E W  M E X I C O  
Reed Dasenbrock, Secretary, New Mexico Higher Education 
Department, Santa Fe 
Dede Feldman, State Senator 
*Patricia Sullivan, Assistant Dean, College of Engineering, New Mexico 
State University, Las Cruces

N O R T H  D A K O T A 
Bill Goetz, Chancellor, North Dakota University System 
Pamela J. Kostelecky, Member, State Board of Higher Education 
*David E. Nething (WICHE Chair, 2006), State Senator 

O R E G O N  
Ryan P. Deckert, President, Oregon Business Association 
*Camille Preus (Immediate Past Chair), Commissioner, Oregon 
Department of Community Colleges and Workforce Development 
*James K. Sager, Senior Education Policy Advisor, Education and 
Workforce Policy Office

S O U T H  D A K O T A 
Robert Burns, Distinguished Professor, Political Science Department, 
South Dakota State University, and Dean, SDSU Honors College 
James O. Hansen, Regent, South Dakota Board of Regents 
*Robert T. (Tad) Perry (WICHE Chair, 2002), Executive Director, South 
Dakota Board of Regents

U T A H 
Bonnie Jean Beesley, Member, Utah Board of Regents
*David Buhler, Interim Commissioner of Higher Education 
Peter C. Knudson, State Senator

W A S H I N G T O N  
*Ann Daley, Executive Director, Higher Education Coordinating Board 
Phyllis Gutierrez Kenney, State Representative 
Jeanne Kohl-Welles, State Senator

W Y O M I N G 
*Thomas Buchanan, President, University of Wyoming 
Debbie Hammons, State Representative 
Klaus Hanson, Emeritus Professor of German, University of Wyoming
 
*Executive Committee member 

WICHE Staff and Contact Information
David Longanecker, president    Jere Mock, vice president, Programs and Services
Erin Barber, executive assistant to the president  Dennis Mohatt, vice president for behavioral health; director,   
Louis Fox, executive director, WCET; vice president        WICHE Mental Health 
   WICHE Technology and Innovation    Terese Rainwater, program director, State Scholars Initiative 
Dolores Mize, vice president, Public Policy and Research    Margo Schultz, program coordinator, Student Exchange  
               Programs

For further information, please contact Erin Barber, assistant to the president, 303.541.0204 or ebarber@wiche.edu.

WICHE COMMISSION
 
WICHE’s 45 commissioners are appointed by their governors from among State Higher Education Executive Officers, 
college and university presidents, legislators, and business leaders from the 15 Western states. This regional 
commission provides governance and guidance to WICHE’s staff in Boulder, CO. Roy T. Ogawa, attorney at law at 
Oliver, Lau, Lawhn, Ogawa & Nakamura, is the 2008 chair of the WICHE Commission; Jane Nichols, vice chancellor for 
academic and student affairs at the Nevada System of Higher Education, is vice chair.
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